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pleased with himself yet without appearing to ex-
pect thanks or to be saying: "Who's the damn fool
now?"
It's a good and generous world, the dog world.
From time to time we would see tapirs, wild pigs,
caymans (type of alligator), and in one case a
moving head that Castillo declared was a boa. And
all around us chattering parrots, toucans, and troops
of monkeys,
We had already begun to hear fantastic stories
about the constrictors that were said to dwell in the
region of the River Curaray, the largest of which is
the anaconda. The reputed size of these snakes is a
gross exaggeration, for no one has ever yet secured
a South American anaconda or boa constrictor
much over twenty-odd feet in length. The skins
exceeding this size had been greatly stretched. It is
quite easy to stretch a nineteen-foot skin to twenty-
three or -four feet while it is still fresh; but the
deception is readily discernible. Not only are the
scales on a stretched skin separated in an unnatural
manner, but the markings are also distorted.
Moreover, the width of the skin is another indica-
tion. A normal nineteen-foot anaconda skin will
measure from thirty to thirty-six inches in width in
the centre; whereas a stretched skin twenty-three
feet long may be less than eighteen inches in maxi-
mum width. I do not know of any authentic
account of an anaconda's attacking a human
being.